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Dear Students and Parents, 
 
 We are excited to announce the debut of the annual Gainesville 
ISD Science Fair!  Conducting Science experiments is a way of asking 
questions about the world around us.  It gives you the opportunity to 
practice your math skills when you collect data, your writing and critical 
thinking skills when you put your ideas on paper and your reading skills as 
you conduct background research on your topic.  This is your chance to 
apply, in real world terms, what you learn in school. 
 
 This information packet contains Science project information that 
will help you conduct your experiment and understand the scientific 
process.  Use the timeline inside in order to pace yourself.  This project 
is meant as an opportunity for you to showcase your interest in science 
through other interests you may have. 
 
 Finally, I am excited to announce that Gainesville ISD’s Science 
Showcase Night will take place on May 2, 2019 at 6 pm. This is a night to 
see the projects displayed by our scientific students. Our brightest 
scientific minds are right here in Gainesville, Texas. We are proud of you 
and look forward to your project! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dee Dosher 
Science Fair Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Science Fair Project Rules/Guidelines 
 
1.) All projects must be in the form of an experiment.  All others will be 
disqualified.   
 
2.) All projects must be turned in at the GISD Administration Building 
on April 30, 2018 between 4-6 pm. 
 
3.) The work on each individual student project will be completed at 
home and adhere to the Science Fair Project Timeline and its due dates. 

 
4.) Projects must meet the expectations of the rubric. 
 
5.) Projects may not include: 

 Science or math kits from stores. 
 Expensive or non-replaceable personal property. 
 Live animals. 
 Matches or flames. 
 Flammable or otherwise dangerous chemicals. 
 Batteries that work for long periods of time (electricity 

projects should use momentary switches or other switches 
that automatically turn off when you let go of them). 

 Electricity passing through un-insulated wire. 
 Parts too fragile to be handled. 
 Uncontained messes. 
 Anything that would have to be plugged into a school 

electrical outlet. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Gainesville ISD 
2019 

Science Fair Suggested Timeline 
 

 Assignment Due Date Parent’s 
Signature/Date 

Student’s 
Signature/Date 

1 Share Science Fair Packet 
 with parents  

 

3/21/19   

2 Sign up for Science Fair  
on the web site or in person 

 

 
3/21-3/25 

  

3 Select a Topic/Problem 
Statement 

 

 
3/29/2019 

  

4 Complete Research: 
 Cite 3 or more sources. 
 Form a Hypothesis. 

 

 
4/05/2019 

  

5 Design an Experiment: 
 List Materials. 
 Write Procedure. 
 Identify variables. 
 Identify Control Group 

(if applicable). 
 Create a data 

collection table. 
 

 
 
 
 

 4/12/2019 

  

6 Perform Experiment 
 Collect Data. 
 Take Pictures. 
 Create Graphs. 

 

 
 

4/19/2019 

  

7 Analyze Data 
 Write Results 
 Compare to hypothesis. 
 Write Conclusion & 

Application. 

 
 

4/26/2019 

  

8  Write the Abstract & 
Bibliography 

 

 
4/26/2019 

  

9 Create the Display Board. 
 

4/29/2019   

 
 
 



 

 

Gainesville ISD 
Student Handbook 

A Step-by-Step Guide to a Successful Science Fair Project 
 
 

The Scientific Method 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

When doing an investigation you will want to follow The Scientific Method: 
1. Asking a question. 
2. Forming a hypothesis. 
3. Designing an experiment. 
a. Identifying variables 
b. Developing procedures 
c. Gathering materials and equipment 
4. Collecting data. 
5. Analyzing the data. 
6. Forming a conclusion. 
 

 Simple instruments like magnifiers, thermometers and rulers, provide more 
information than scientists obtain using only their senses. 
 

 Scientists develop explanations using observations (evidence) and 
what they already know about the world (scientific knowledge). 
Good explanations are based on evidence from investigations. 
 

 Scientists make the results of their investigations public; they 
describe the investigations in ways that enable others to repeat 
the investigation. 
 

 Scientists review and ask questions about the results of other 
scientists work. 

 
*A great recommended website for additional  

Science Fair Project help and ideas is:  
Science Buddies 

www.sciencebuddies.org 



 

 

 
Step-by-Step Instructions 

 
Step 1- Share the Science Fair Packet with Parents      
 

 Read through the Science Fair Packet with your parents.            
Make sure to review all rules/guidelines, timeline and start 
brainstorming and researching ideas. 
 

Step 2- Set-up a Lab Notebook    
 

1. Set-up a Lab Notebook (Required with display.) 
  

 Use a composition book, spiral notebook, or make your own. 

 Be sure to Date each entry. 

 Start Today! 

 Write about your ideas in detail. 

 Write about the problems you had and tell how you solved                                             

 them, or if not, what you did. 

 Record all of your investigations in detail. 

 Record any drawings that you feel might explain your work. 

 Basically, anything to do with your project should be recorded                  

 in your log book! 

Student Notes: 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Step 3- Select a Topic    
All Great Projects start with great questions, but before you get started on a great 
question you need to pick a topic that you like.  
 
Here are some topic ideas: 

Physical Science 

 Aerodynamics & Hydrodynamics  
 Astronomy  
 Chemistry  
 Cooking & Food Science  
 Music  
 Photography, Digital Photography, 

& Video  
 Physics  
 Sports Science  

Engineering 

 Civil Engineering  
 Electricity & Electronics  
 Energy & Power  
 Environmental Engineering  
 Materials Science  
 Mechanical Engineering  
 Robotics  

Behavioral & Social Science 

 Human Behavior  
 Sociology  

Life Science 

 Biotechnology Techniques  
 Genetics & Genomics  
 Human Biology & Health  
 Mammalian Biology  
 Medical Biotechnology  
 Microbiology  
 Plant Biology  
 Zoology  

Earth & Environmental Science 

 Environmental Science  
 Geology  
 Ocean Sciences  
 Weather & Atmosphere  

Math & Computer Science 

 Computer Science  
 Pure Mathematics  
 Video & Computer Games  

Now it’s your turn: 
 
Write down your favorite Topic and what it is you want to learn more about:   
 
My favorite Topic is _______________________________________________________  
 
I want to do an experiment involving _______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Aero
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Astro
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Chem
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=FoodSci
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Music
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Photo
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Photo
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Phys
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Sports
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=CE
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Elec
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Energy
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=EnvEng
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=MatlSci
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=ApMech
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Robotics
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=HumBeh
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Soc
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=BioChem
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Genom
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=HumBio
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=MamBio
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=BioMed
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=MicroBio
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=PlantBio
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Zoo
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=EnvSci
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Geo
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=OceanSci
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Weather
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=CompSci
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Math
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/recommender_interest_area.php?ia=Games


 

 

 
Step 3B- Select a Problem Statement                 
Now that you have picked out a topic that you like and that you are interested in, 
it’s time to write a question or identify a problem within that topic.  

To give you an idea of what we mean, here are some examples of  
 Problem Statements: 

 
The Effect Question: 

 
What is the effect of _______________ on ____________________? 

sunlight on the growth of plants 
eye color on pupil dilation 

brands of soda on a piece of meat 
temperature on the size of a balloon 

oil on a ramp 
 

The How Does Affect Question: 
 

How does the ___________________ affect ___________________? 
color of light affect the growth of plants 

humidity affect the growth of fungi 
color of a material affect its absorption of heat 

 
The Which/What and Verb Question 

 
Which/What _____________________ (verb) ______________________? 

paper towel is most absorbent 
foods do meal worms prefer 

detergent makes the most bubbles 
paper towel is strongest 

peanut butter tastes the best 
Now it’s your turn: 

Create your Problem Statement using either the “Effect Question”, the “How does 

Affect Question” or the “Which/What and Verb Question”: 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

Step 4: Complete Research/Hypothesis     

 
Research: 

So you’ve picked your chosen a topic & written a problem statement... 

Now it is time to research your problem as much as possible. Becoming 

an expert at your topic is what real scientists do in real labs.  

So how do you become an expert? YOU READ!!!! 

READ about your topic. READ encyclopedias. READ magazine articles 

and books from the library. READ articles from the internet. Take note 

of any new science words you learn and use them. It makes you sound 

more like a real scientist. Keep track of all the books and articles you 

read. You’ll need that list for later.  

(You need at least 3 sources!)  

*See Step 8 for Bibliography instructions. 

 
Hypothesis: 
 
Now it is the time to Predict what you think will happen if you test your 
problem. This type of Prediction is what scientists call a Hypothesis.  
 
A Hypothesis must be written as “if” and “then” statement, followed 
with a reason in which you are basing your hypothesis.  This hypothesis 
not only predicts what will happen in the experiment, but also shows 
that the “Scientist” used research to back up his/her prediction. 
 
Example:  I hypothesize that if a seed coat is scratched then the seed 
will germinate at a faster rate, since they need water to grow and the 
scratched seed coat will allow water to penetrate easier.  



 

 

 
Step 5: Design an Experiment          
 
Now we’ve come to the good part. The part that all scientists can’t wait 
to get their grubby little hands on… you guessed it…  
The EXPERIMENT! 
 
Designing an experiment is really cool because you get to use your 
imagination to come up with a test for your problem, and most of all, you 
get to prove (or disprove) your Hypothesis. 
 
Materials List:  
What will you need to perform your experiment? The safest way to 
do this is to get an adult to help you get the stuff you need. Oh, did we 
mention to take pictures or draw pictures of your materials. This will 
come in handy when you are making your board display. 
 

Materials/Equipment must be written in list form,  
measurements must be precise,   

using the Metric Units. 
 

Example: 
1.    Six lima bean seeds 
2. Two school milk cartons 
3. Two one liter sealed plastic bag 
4. Four paper towels 
5. One scissor 
6. One measuring tape 
7. 60 mL of water 
8. One sheet of sand paper 

 
 
 



 

 

Step 5: Design an Experiment          
 

 
Procedure: 
A procedure is a list of steps, written in list form, that you did to 
perform an experiment. Steps must be specific, do not forget to state 
number of trials needed. Any other student should be able to duplicate 
the same procedure following your instructions.   
 

Items listed must be in Metric  not Customary units. 
 
Repeat your experiment at least three times to be sure of your results.  
The more the tests are repeated the more accurate your results will be. 

 
 (Don't forget to take pictures) 

 
List the steps that you have to do in order to perform the experiment. 

 
Example:  

1. Measure 4 centimeters of milk carton starting at base 
2. Mark and cut around the carton to form two small pots 
       for seeds          
2. Fold two paper towels into four and place in one carton,  

                         and repeat with remaining two paper towels in second  
                         carton 

4.  etc… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Identify Variables: 
 
Constant Variables -everything kept the same during experiment to both 
control and variable group.  

Example:  1. Type of seeds 
2. Amount of water 
3. Type of greenhouse 
4. Exposure to sunlight 

 
Control -what you are comparing the outcomes to in an experiment; where 
the independent variable is left unchanged to provide a comparison. 
Experiments require a control with which results can be compared.   
A control group has no variables added. 

Example:  Seeds placed in greenhouse without scratching the seed 
coat.  
 
Independent/Manipulated Variable -what you, the scientist, intentionally 
changes in an experiment to see its effect. 

Example:  Seeds with scratched seed coat. 
 
Responding/Dependent Variable -the outcome or response to the   
independent variable. 

Example: Time of germination or variable group when compared to  
                  control group. 

Example Data Table: 
Constant 
Variables Control Manipulated 

Variable Responding Variable 

 
- Type of seeds 
- Amount of 
Water 
- Type of 
greenhouse 
- Exposure to 
sunlight 

 
- Seeds placed in 
greenhouse 
without 
scratching the 
seed coat. 

 
- Seeds with 
scratched seed 
coat. 

 
- Time of germination or 
variable group when 
compared to control 
group. 

 



 

 

 
Step 6: Perform Experiment          
 

 Test, Test, Test!  Remember that the judges expect your results to 
be consistent in order to be a good experiment, in other words, 
when you cook from a recipe you expect the outcomes to be the 
same if you followed the directions (or Procedure) step-by-step. So 
that means you need to do the experiment more than once in order 
to test it properly. We recommend 3 or more trials. More is better! 

 
*Don’t forget to take pictures of the science project being 

 done and the results. 
 

 Collect Data. This means write down or record the results of the  
experiment every time you test it. Record all of your observations in a 
log.  Be sure to organize it in a way that it is easy to read the results. 
Most scientists use tables, graphs and other organizers to show their 
results. Organizing makes the results easy to read, and much easier to 
recognize patterns that might be occurring in your 
results. 
 

Example: Data Table 
 

Seed Germination Rate 
 

       Seeds Trial 1 Trial 2 Trial 3 Average 
 

Unscratched 
Seed Coat 
(Control) 

Day 3 Day 3 Day 3 3 

Scratched 
Seed Coat 

(Manipulated 
Day 3 Day 3 Day 3 3 



 

 

Variable) 
Graphs: Use the right graph for your experiment. There is nothing worse 
than a bad graph. There are all types of graph designs, but these seem to 
be easy to use for science fair experiments. 

We strongly recommend that students go to: 

Create A Graph - National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)  

www.nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph  

to make their graphs. 

This is the easiest website for students to create a digital graph. 
 

• Pie graphs are good to use if you are showing percentages of groups. 

Remember that you can’t have more than 100% and all the pieces need 

to add up to 100%. This type of graph is great if you are doing surveys. 
 

• Bar graphs are good to use if you are comparing amounts of things 

because the bars show those amounts in an easy to read way. 
 

• Line graphs are good to use if you are showing how changes occurred 

in your experiments over time. 
 

Things to remember when building a graph: 

1. Must have a title 

2. Must label both the X and Y axis 

3. Must have the independent variable on the X axis 

     4.  Must include the dependent variable on the Y axis 

 
 
 

http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/
http://www.nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph


 

 

 
Step 7: Analyze Data          
 

 
Results:  Write a paragraph/statement describing the results of your 
experiment, according to the data. 
 
Example:  The data I collected in my experiment showed an average rate 
of germination of 3 days in the manipulated variable group.  The control 
group showed an average germination rate of 3 days as well.   
The observations showed no difference in the rate of germination when 
comparing the manipulated variable to the control group.   
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: Tell us what happened.  
Was your hypothesis right or wrong or neither?  
Start with the sentence: “The data supports/does not support my 
hypothesis.”  Never state that the hypothesis was “proved” true or false.  
A few tests cannot “prove” anything.  It takes years of experimenting to 
prove or disprove anything.  
 

 Would you change anything about the experiment or are you 
curious about something else now that you’ve completed your 
experiment. 

 
 Examine data/results to see if the hypothesis is supported.  

 
 And most of all, tell us what you learned from doing this! 

 



 

 

Example:   The data did not support my hypothesis. Both the control 
group and the variable group of the seeds with scratched seed coats  
germinated at the same rate. 
Application:  What use does this project have in real life? Who would  be 
interested in your findings?  Answer the following questions to complete 
the application:   

How can the investigation be improved? 

How can you use the findings from this investigation in your day-to-day 

life? 

What new questions have your experiment lead you to ask that could be 

tested in a new investigation? 

 

Example:  This experiment could be improved by increasing the number 

of seeds tested to ensure accuracy. Findings from this investigation are 

useful in the agricultural field to help generate faster growth rates. The 

investigation has led me to further pursue new questions regarding 

germination.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Step 8: Write the Abstract & Bibliography              
 

Abstract: 
This is a detailed description of the entire project.   Include three or 
more paragraphs, no more than 250 words. Include what was 
investigated and hypothesized. Write about the procedures followed in 
the investigation. Include information on the data and conclusion 
reached. Last, write about your project’s application.  
 

 The abstract is usually the first item the judges look at after the 
title. 

 
Example: 

The purpose of my experiment was to determine if scratching a seed’s 
seed coat will affect the rate in which it germinates.  I hypothesize that if a 
seed coat is scratched then the seed will germinate at a faster rate, since 
they need water to grow and the scratched seed coat will allow water to 
penetrate easier. 

I began my experiment by creating a control group of three seeds to 
represent three trials.  I made a greenhouse by placing the seeds on wet paper 
towels in a cut out milk carton base and placing it in a sealed plastic bag. The 
manipulated variable group had the exact conditions except I scratched the 
seed coat of the seeds with sand paper. I observed and recorded changes to 
both groups three times daily for 10 days. The seeds in both groups began 
germinating on the third day and no remarkable difference was noted. The 
results did not support my hypothesis.  Seeds with a scratched seed coat do 
not germinate at a faster rate. 

This experiment could be improved by increasing the number of seeds 
tested to ensure accuracy. Findings from this investigation are useful in the 
agricultural field to help generate faster growth rates. The investigation has 



 

 

lead me to further pursue new questions regarding germination. Do other 
external factors such as exposure to oxygen and water affect the rate of 
germination? 
Bilbiography: Write a bibliography listing the sources used in your research.  A 
citation in the appropriate format must be listed for each resource, three minimum. 
 
For a more detailed description on writing a bibliography (APA Format) can be found 

on:  http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-
fairprojects/project_apa_format_examples.shtml 

 
Examples below: 

Books  - Format: 
Author's last name, first initial. (Publication date). Book title. Additional 

information. City of publication: Publishing company.  
Example:  

Allen, T. (1974). Vanishing wildlife of North America. Washington, D.C.: National 
Geographic Society 

 
 

Encyclopedia - Format: 
Author's last name, first initial. (Date). Title of Article. Title of Encyclopedia 

(Volume, pages).  
City of publication: Publishing company. 

Example: 
Bergmann, P. G. (1993). Relativity. In The New Encyclopedia Britannica (Vol. 26, pp. 

501-508). Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica. 
 
 

Website or Webpage - Format: 
 

Online periodical: 
Author's name. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume 

number, Retrieved month day, year, from full URL  
 

Online document: 
Author's name. (Date of publication). Title of work. Retrieved month day, year, from 

full URL  
 

Note: If a document is undated, use "n.d." (for no date) immediately after the 
document title.. There is no period following a URL. If you cannot find some of this 

information, cite what is available. 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fairprojects/project_apa_format_examples.shtml
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fairprojects/project_apa_format_examples.shtml


 

 

 
 
 
Step 9: Create a Display Board       
 
Display Board: (Board size must be 36” x 48” self-standing, tri-fold) 
 
The display board is an important part of your science fair project.  The 
purpose of the display is to present your project in an educational and 
attractive way.  Your display board should be created so that judges and 
other people can easily follow your experiment. 
   

 Your name should only appear on the back of the project.   
 Do not use staples on the display board, use spray adhesive or glue stick 

to paste up your papers. It is less messy. 
 Use a computer to type out your information, but if you can’t, write out 

your information in your best writing. Printing the titles is usually best. 
If you are using a computer, make sure the fonts are readable and only 
use one or two type faces 

 .Title – Make the display title stand out.  A good title is short and 
encourages others to know more about your project.  It should be 
written in large, bold and colorful capital letters.  A “catchy” title will 
grab the viewer’s attention. 

 Colorful Presentation – Help your display stand out.  Use colorful 
headings, graphs, charts and pictures.  Label everything; a person should 
be able to understand each item without having to ask a question. 

 Photographs – Pictures of your experiment are an important part of 
your project.  However, please remember not to display faces. 

 Neatness and Spelling - The display board represents your efforts and 
understanding of the scientific process.  It is important to be neat and 
use spell check. Do not glue items on your board until you are sure 
about their placement. Do not add any food items or things that may 
decompose! Do not add any items that can be of any form of hazard. 

 



 

 

 
Useful Science Fair Project Websites 

 
Science Buddies. 
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/mentoring/science-fairs.shtml 
 
Science News for Kids 
http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/artiicles/ScienceFairZone.asp 
 
Dragonfly(PBS Science) 
http://pbskidds.org/dragonflytv/scifair  
 
Science Fair Central at The Discovery Channel 
http://school.discovery.com/sciencefaircentral/ 
 
Science Fair Resource Pages for Elementary Schools 
http://www.netrovision.com/elementary-sciencefair/topiclideas.html 
 
Cyber-Fair. A resource for students by students 
http://www.isd77.k12.mn.us/resousrces/cf/steps.html 
 
The Science Club. Kid's science fair projects. 
http://scienceclub.org/kidproj1htm 
 
Science Fair Idea Exchange. 
http:/amasci.com/scifair/bio.html 
 
The Internet Public Library. 
http://www.ipl.org/youth/projectguide/ 
http://ipl.si.umich.edu/youth/projectguide/ 
 
Science Fair Topics 
www.accessexcellence.org/RC/scifair.html 
 
School Discovery 
http:/www.school.discovery.com/science fair central/ 
 
All Science Fair Projects 
http://www.all-science-fair-projects.com 
 
The Ultimate Science Fair Resources 
http://www.scifair.org 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/mentoring/science-fairs.shtml
http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/artiicles/ScienceFairZone.asp
http://pbskidds.org/dragonflytv/scifair/
http://school.discovery.com/sciencefaircentral/
http://www.netrovision.com/elementary-sciencefair/topiclideas.htm
http://www.isd77.k12.mn.us/resousrces/cf/steps.html
http://scienceclub.org/kidproj1htm
http://www.ipl.org/youth/projectguide/
http://ipl.si.umich.edu/youth/projectguide/
http://www.accessexcellence.org/RC/scifair.html
http://www.all-science-fair-projects.com/
http://www.scifair.org/


 

 

 
Helping Your Child With The Science Fair Project 

 
    Give encouragement, support and guidance.  (Be positive!) 
 
    Make sure your child feels it is his or her project.  Make sure the 
    project is primarily the work of the child. 
 
    Realize that the main purpose of a Science Fair project is to help your 
    child use and strengthen the basic skills he or she has learned and to 
    develop higher level skills. 
 
    Realize your child will need help in understanding, acquiring and using 
    the major science process skills (researching, organizing, measuring, 
    calculating, reporting, demonstrating experimenting, collecting, 
    constructing, and presenting). 
 
    Realize that your child may be using reading, writing, math and 
    social skills for the first time in a creative way to solve a problem. 
 
    Help you child plan a mutually agreed upon schedule so as to prevent a 
    last minute project and a disrupted household. 
 
    Make sure the entire project is a safe one – not hazardous in any way. 
 
    Provide transportation to such places as the library or nature center to 
    help your child.  Parents are also responsible for providing transportation 
    for their child and the child's exhibit on the day of the Science Fair. 
 
    Help your child understand that science is not a subject but a way of 
   looking at the world around us. 
 
   Realize that a good project doesn't have to cost a lot of money.  Many 
   times a simple project that is well displayed and explained is the best 
   project! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Science Fair Project Ideas 
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